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grounds. So much unjust criticism of having sheep on the White House lawn has been circulated that I am glad to testify to the splendid service they rendered, and to state that they did no harm.
Of course it was not long before the sheep obeyed the command given after the creation that they "increase and multiply"; and the lambs were so white and pretty they claimed the attention of visitors, especially children, who would stand for hours outside the fence to watch them.
"When shearing time came, and the sheep furnished ninety-eight pounds of wool, the question arose how best to dispose of it, so that it might yield the most for the cause. We decided to send the wool to the Red Cross, and they in turn evolved a very clever plan to give two pounds to each of the forty-eight States in the Union, and the two extra pounds to the Philippine Islands, to be sold at auction as "White House wool". In that splendid desire all over the country to help in every way and give through every channel, the response was wonderful, and the prices paid unprecedented. The Philippine Islands led the list by selling the two pounds allotted them for fifteen thousand dollars a pound. The total sum from the ninety-eight pounds of "White House wool'*, as I recall it, was nearly a hundred thousand dollars; so I feel the sheep, installed on the lawn as a war measure, need no apologies from me, and certainly did their bit to help win the War.
One day in June Frank Sayre arrived early in the morning quite unannounced. We were at the breakfast table in my little dressing-room, and after our welcome and questions concerning Jessie and the children, he said he must go straight to the War Department to get his orders as his boat was to sail that night. Woodrow asked: "What sort of orders, Frank?" When he answered he had applied for and received a Government appointment in France, the President said: "Why, my dear feflow, you can't take that position. It carries a Government salary, and you are my son-in-law. I cannot allow you to put either yourself or me in that position," Poor